Conspicuous among the many quite recent improvements in dentistry stands the construction of continuous or solid gums, for connecting the teeth -with each other and with the plate, when a full set or any considerable portion of a set is supplied. Although the validity of the patent therefor has been, and still is, sharply contested, we believe the material manufactured by Dr. John Allen, of this city, composed of flinty substances which melt at a little less heat than the teeth, is the most popular for the purpose, as it is almost free from any disposition to contract, and thus to warp the plate when exposed to the intense heat required in the baking process. The old process still in vogue with many dentists, employs teeth having each a corresponding short portion of gum cast on it, ready for attaching to 
. Selected Articles? [April,. wires, etc;, which Fig. 1 , is a set of teeth represented partly supplied with the gum composition. Fig. 2 is a side view of the set before the composition was applied; Fig. 3 , is a vertical section through the samef the section passing through the center of a tooth; Fig. 4 , is a similar section betwen two teeth; Fig. 5, is Commencing with Fig. 6 , and proceeding backwards, we may describe a a, as the short bent wire introduced deeply in the base of each tooth in the course of manufacture. Fig. 5 ,is a tooth complete with the ends of the wire projecting. Fig. 4 , shows a tooth in place, B, being a plate accurately swaged to correspond with the form of the gums and roof of the mouth, and e, a smaller plate similarly swaged to cover the roof of the mouth alone. C, is the earthenware material. The little circle, c, shows a cross section of a stout wire which travels continuously around the whole set to steady them, and /, is a brace stretching from c to D, and soldered to each. Fig. 3 , shows similar parts, but with the short end, a, of the original tooth wire bent around and soldered to e, while the long end, a', is extended up and soldered to B. Fig. 2 
